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an Australian corporation

| /
THE GRIP MASTER COMPANY PTY. LTD., ic}%Nm 1320 LAB LSP

e

Plaintiff, ‘ ) COMPLAINT FOR PATENT

) ; INFRINGEMENT With -~
VS, ; ) Exhibit No. A
LAMKIN LEATHER AND RUBBER )
COMPANY CORPORATION, )
a Delaware corporation ) DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL
. )
Defendant. )

PLAINTIFF, THE GRIP MASTER COMPANY PTY. LTD. (hereinafter referred to as
"GRIPMASTER") alleges the following in support of its Complaint For Patent Infringement and
Demand For Jury Trial (hereinafter referred to as “Complaint”) against Defendant Lamkin

Leather and Rubber Company Corporation (hereinafter referred to as “LAMKIN”):

PARTIES

1. Plaintiff GRIPMASTER is an Australian corporation having a principal place of

business in the city of Preston in the country of Australia.

2. On information and belief, Defendant LAMKIN is a Delaware corporation having

a principal place of business at 6530 Gateway Park Drive, San Diego, California 92173 which is
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4. This Court has personal jurisdiction over Defendant LAMKIN because
GRIPMASTER is informed and believes that LAMKIN maintains its corporate headquarters in

San Diego, California, which is located in this District.

VENUE

5. Venue is proper in this judicial district under 28 U.S.C. § 1391(b) and 1400(b)
because GRIPMASTER is informed and believes that a substantial part of the events giving rise
to this claim occurred in this District, and LAMKIN has a regular and established place of

business in this District.

COUNT

6. Paragraphs 1 through 5 of the Complaint set forth above are incorporated herein

by reference.

7. On September 17, 2002, United States Patent no. 6,449,803 (hereinafter referred
to as “the ‘803 Patent”) entitled “Grip For A Handle Or Shaft” was duly and legally issued to
Tan Ross McConchie. The Grip Master Company Pty. Ltd. is the owner of all rights and interest
in and to the ‘803 Patent by assignment. A true and correct copy of the ‘803 Patent is attached
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9. Upon information and belief, LAMKIN’s acts of infringement of the ‘803 Patent
have been done with LAMKIN?’s actual or constructive knowledge of the ‘803 Patent.

10.  LAMKIN?s acts of infringement have caused damage to GRIPMASTER in an
amount subject to proof at trial. Under 35 U.S.C. § 284 GRIPMASTER is entitled to recover
from LAMKIN the damages sustained by GRIPMASTER as a result of LAMKIN’s
infringement of the ‘803 Patent. LAMKIN’s infringement of GRIPMASTER’s exclusive
rights under the ‘803 Patent will continue to damage GRIPMASTER’s business, causing it
irreparable harm, for which there is no adequate remedy at law, unless enjoined by this Court

under 35 U.S.C. § 283.

11.  Upon information and belief, LAMKIN’s infringement of the ‘803 Patent has
been willful and deliberate, and entitles GRIPMASTER to increased damages under 35 U.S.C. §
284 and attorneys’ fees and costs under 35 U.S.C. § 285.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff GRIPMASTER respectfully requests that this Court enters
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with, or in partnership with LAMKIN from further infringing acts;
c) For damages to be paid by LAMKIN adequate to compensate GRIPMASTER
for LAMKIN’s infringement, including interest, costs and disbursements as the Court may deem

appropriate under 35 U.S.C. § 284,

d) For judgment finding LAMKIN’s infringement was willful and deliberate,
entitling GRIPMASTER to increased damages under 35 U.S.C. § 284;

e) For judgment finding this to be an exceptional case, and awarding

GRIPMASTER attorneys’ fees and costs under 35 U.S.C. § 285; and

) For such other relief at law and in equity as the Court may deem just and proper.

Dated: 2//%{/ 557

Leonard Tachner, ap rofessmnal law corporation
17961 Sky Park Circle, Suite 38-E

Irvine, California 92614

Telep hone (949) 752-8525

Telefax (949) 955-2415

Attorney for Plaintiff

THE GRIPMASTER COMPANY PTY. LTD.
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Dated: '7/ 4 /o?

onard-Tachner 436)
Leonard Tachner, a professional law corporation
17961 Sky Park Circle, Suite 38-E
Irvine, California 92614
Telephone (949) 752-8525
Tele?ax (949) 955-2415
Attorney for Plaintiff
THE GRIPMASTER COMPANY PTY. LTD.
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1
GRIP FOR A HANDLE OR SHAFT

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to a grip 1o be applied to a handle
or shaft and relates in one aspect, though not exclusively, to
a grip for an article of sporting equipment.

The invention particularly relates to a grip which employs
a strip of material to be wound around the handle or shaft in
an overlapping manner, as the outer component of the grip.
Such grips will hereinafter be referred to as “wound grips”.

Wound grips have been known and used on handles and
shafts, especially on sporting equipment, for many years and
as will be appreciated by those skilled in the art it is
necessary to secure at least one, and preferably both ends of
a wound grip 1o prevent the grip from pealing from one or
both ends and eventually unwrapping.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the invention to provide a construction
of wound grip which may be readily applied to a handle or
shaft, which includes means for securing one end, or alter-
natively both ends. of the strip material used as the outer
component of the wound grip.

According to the invention there is provided a grip for a
handle or shaft, said grip including a core means adapted to
be fitted to said handle or shaft and a strip of material to form
the outer surface of said grip, to be wound around said
handle or shaft and/or said core to provide, in use, a wound
grip; said core means having a first end, a second end and a
body therebetween, and having a peripheral flange at said
second end in the form of a skirt, said strip to be wound on
said handle or shaft and/or said core means; said peripheral
flange adapted, in use, to be flexed over said wound strip to
prevent unwinding of said strip from said handle or shaft
and/or said core means.

In a preferred embodiment of the invention the core
means is positioned over said handle or shaft in the area
where the grip is to be applied.

In another preferred embodiment of the invention the core
means, other than the end carrying said peripheral flange, is
positioned within the handle or shaft.

In a further preferred embodiment of the invention the
core means positioned over the handle or shaft is provided
al its first end with an enlarged collar, against which said
strip of material is abutted while commencing winding,
thereof on said core means.

In a still further preferred embodiment of the invention
the core means is formed of resilient material so as to be
readily applied over a handle or shaft and also to provide a
“soft” component to the fecl of the finished grip.

The invention also provides a method of forming a grip on
a handle or shaft which includes the steps of:

(i) positioning a core means on or partly in a handle or
shaft in the area where a prip is required; said core
means having a first end, a second end and a body
therebetween, and having a peripheral flange at said
second end in the form of a skirt;

(ii) winding a strip of material in an overlapping manner
over said handle or shaft and/or said core means,
towards said second end;

(iii) flexing said skirt so that it is positioned over said
wound strip of material, to hold said strip of material
against said handle or shaft and/or said core means and
prevent unwinding thereof.

EXHIBIT A
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Those skilled in the art will appreciate that an adhesive
material may be provided on the underside of the strip
material so that the strip material is to some extent adhered
to the core or the handle or shaft as it is wound thercupon.

For a full understanding of the present invention, refer-
ence should now be made to the following detailed descrip-
tion of the preferred embodiments of the invention as
illustrated in the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a core means in accordance with a first
embodiment of the invention designed to be used to produce
a grip on the shaft of a golf club;

FIG. 2 shows one end of the core means of FIG. 1
showing the skirt in its flexed away position;

FIG. 3 shows the end of a finished grip utilising the core
means shown in FIG. 2, with a wound strip material therecon
and the skirt flexed back;

FIG. 4 shows a core means in accordance with second
embodiment of the invention; and

FIG. § shows a core means in accordance with a third
embodiment of the invention intended for use with a golf
club shaft having a hollow portion at the grip end thereof.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

The preferred embodiments of the present invention will
now be described with reference to FIGS. 1-5 of the
drawings. Identical elements in the various figures are
designated with the same reference numcrals.

Referring now 1o FIGS. 1 and 2 of the drawings, there is
shown a core means 10 having a body 14, a first end 16 and
a second end 11, and having a flange formed as a skirt 12 at
end 11 which overlies part of body 14.

Core 10 is hollow (not seen in the drawings) and, in use,
is fitted over one end of the shaft of a golf club, in order to
provide a grip to the shaft. Core 10 is made from a resilient
material and is applied to the shaft using known techniques,
which may involve use of a lubricant/adhésive composition.

First end 16 is provided with an enlarged collar 18.

Referring now to FIG. 1, it will be seen that adjacent
collar 18, body 14 is recessed at 20 to accommodate the
starting end of a strip material 22 which is to be used 1o
provide the wound grip of the invention. Recess 20 allows
the starting end of strip material 22 to be accommodated
underncath the initial overlap as strip material 22 is wound
onto core 10, without creating a lump or bulge in the finished
grip at that position. Collar 18 is slightly tapered and
shoulder 24 of collar 18 is of the same dimension as the
thickness of strip material 22 so that in the finished grip the
outer surface of strip material 22 is flush with collar 18
where they abut.

FIG. 2 shows skirt 12 flexed back and away from second
end 11 and core 10, in order to allow strip material 22 to be
wound to the end of body 14. Strip 22 is then trimmed to
finish where it abuts skirt 12, or, is of a length which only
extends as far as skirt 12. While strip material 22 is held
against body 14 skirt 12 is flexed back over body 14 to the
position shown in FIG. 3, over the end of strip material 22,
to hold strip material 22 in place against body portion 14 and
prevent strip material 22 from unwinding.

Referring now to FIG. 4 there is shown a second embodi-
ment of the invention, (where like parts are referred to by
like numbers with a prefix of 1) in which, in use, body 114
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of core 110 again is fitted over the end of a shaft of a golf
club but only extends down to form the grip is applied
directly to the shaft for the substantial majority of the grip.

Core 110 is positioned at the and of the golf club shaft and
winding of the strip material commences further down the
handle or shaft towards core 110 and finishes when body 114
is covered by the wound strip material, in like manner to that
described in FIGS. 1 to 3. Skirt 112 which has been flexed
away from second end 111 and body 114 is then flexed back
over the wound strip material to hold the strip material (not
shown in FIG. 4) in place against body 114. While a slight
enlarging of the finished grip may occur at the end where
core 110 is positioned, this is considered acceptable in
situations where core 110 is employed.

FIG. 5 shows a third embodiment of the invention, (again
like parts are referred to by like number with a prefix of 2).
There is seen a core 210 having a body 214 which is
positioned inside shaft 224 (shown in cut-away section) such
that core 210 is at the end of shaft 224, so that shaft 224 is
ready to receive the strip material (not shown) which forms
the outside surface of the grip. As in the second embodiment
of the invention referred to above, the strip material is
applied directly to shaft 224.

When the strip material is wound on shaft 224 to reach
core 210 it is trimmed to the end of shaft 224 (if necessary).
Skirt 212 is flexed back in a similar manner described above,
to hold the wound strip material in place against shaft 224.

A further advantage of this preferred embodiment of the
invention, and particularly in relation to golf clubs, is that by
commencing winding of the strip material down the shaft of
the golf club and winding back toward the end of the shafi,
the overlapping of the strip lies in such a way thai, in usc,
the grip of the golf club is formed so that water running
down the grip from the end of the shaft, such as when using
the golf club in the rain, runs over the overlap in the grip
without being directed under the strip material. As will be
appreciated by those skilled in this art, in previously wound
grips, which commence winding and overlapping from the
end of the shaft core overlap configuration tends to direct
walter running down the grip underneath the wound material
which forms the grip.

To assist in holding the strip material 22 on core 10
adhesive may be applied to the underside of strip 22, or to
the outer surface of body 14, in a known manner.

Also, the invention provides for a further embodiment of
the invention in which a core member as described in FIGS.
1'to 3 may be provided at both ends with a peripheral skirt
which, in both cases, can be flexed away from the body
portion of the core to allow wrapping of the strip material
onto the core, and then be flexed back to hold the ends of the
strip material against the core, and prevent the strip material
from peeling away and eventually unwinding.

While the above described preferred embodiments have
been described in relation to the grip for a golf club, it will
be appreciated that all sporting articles which have a handle
or a shaft portion which requires a grip, such as tennis
racquels, squash racquets, badminton racquets, hockey
sticks, baseball and sofiball bats, and the like may be
provided with a grip in accordance with the present inven-
tion.

Also, items such as the handlebars of bicycles, the handle
portion of hand tools, the throwing grip portion of a Javelin,
and, in fact, any article or device having a handle or shaft
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portion on which a grip is desirable, may employ the grip of
the present invention, and employ the method of forming a
grip as provided for by the present invention.

There has thus been shown and described a novel grip for
a handle or shaft which fulfills all the objects and advantages
sought therefor. Many changes, modifications, variations
and other uses and applications of the subject invention will,
however, become apparent to those skilled in the art after
considering this specification and the accompanying draw-
ings which disclose the preferred embodiments thereof. All
such changes, modifications, variations and other uses and
applications which do not depart from the spirit and scope of
the invention are deemed to be covered by the invention,
which is to be limited only by the claims which follow.

What is claimed is:

1. A grip for a handle or shaft, said grip including core
means adapted to be fitted to said handle or shaft and a strip
of material wound around at least one of said handle, said
shaft and said core means to provide, in use, a wound grip;
said core means having a first end and a second end and a
body therebetween, and having a peripheral flange at said
second end in the form of a skirt; said strip being wound
toward said second end of said core means on at least one of
said handle, said shaft and said core means; and said
peripheral flange being adapted, in use, to be flexed from a
position where the skirt is directed away from said first end
while said strip is applied to said at least one of said handle,
said shaft and said core means, to a position where the skirt
is directed toward said first end, and over said wound strip
to prevent unwinding of said strip from said at least one of
said handle, said shaft and said core means.

2. A grip as claimed in claim 1 wherein said core means
is fitted over said handle or shaft.

3. A grip as claimed in claim 1 wherein said core means,
other than said second end thereof and said skirt, is posi-
tioned within the end of said handle or shaft.

4. A grip as claimed in claim 1 wherein said core means
is formed from resilient material.

5. A method of forming a grip on a handle or shaft which
includes the steps of:

(i) positioning core means on or partly in a handle or shaft
in the area where a grip is required; said core means
having a first end, a second end and a body
therebetween, and having a peripheral flange at said
second end in the form of a skirt, which skirt, in use,
partly overlies at least one of a part of said body of said
core means and a part of said handle and said shaft;

(ii) winding a strip of material in an overlapping manner
over at least one of said handle, said shaft and said core
means, towards said second end; and

(iii) flexing said skirt so that it is positioned over said
wound strip of material, to hold said strip of material
against said at least one of said handle, said shaft and
said core means and prevent unwinding thereof.

6. A method as claimed in claim § wherein said core

means is fitted over said handle or shaft.

60

7. A method as claimed in claim 5 wherein said core
means, other than said second end thereof and said skirt, is
positioned within the end of said handle or shaft.

8. A method as claimed in claim 5§ wherein said core
means is formed from resilient material.

9. A grip produced by the method as claimed in claim 5.
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In the above-entitled case, the following decislon has been rendered or Judgment Issued:
DECISION/IJUDGMENT

CLERK ’ (8Y) DEPUTY CLERK DATE

Copy 1—Upon Initiation of actlon, mall this copy to Commissloner Copy 3—Upon termination of action, mait this copy'to COmmlssl_amr
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