UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS

MARSHALL DIVISION

WEST COAST TRENDS, INC. §
Plaintiff §
§

VS. § Civil Action No.
8
ARMOR GEAR, LLC §
Defendant. §

WEST COAST'S ORIGINAL COMPLAINT FOR PATENT INFRINGEMENT

Plaintiff West Coast Trends, Inc. (“West Coast”) files this complaint against Defendant
Armor Gear, LLC (“Armor Gear”) seeking damages and injunctive relief for patent infringement,

and would respectfully show the Court as follows:

PARTIES
1. West Coast is a California corporation with its principal place of business at
17811 Jamestown Lane, Huntington Beach, California 92647.
2. Armor Gear is a limited liability company formed under the laws of California,
with a principal place of business at 42307 Osgood Road, Suite 1, Fremont, California 94539.
Defendant Armor Gear may be served through its registered agent for service of process, Morgan
Lewis, at P.O. Box 79356, Industry, California 91716 or through any of its officers who may be

found at 42307 Osgood Road, Suite 1, Fremont, California 94359.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

3. This action for patent infringement arises under the patent laws of the United

States, 35 U.S.C. §§ 271 and 281, et seq. Jurisdiction is based upon 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and
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1338(a) as Armor Gear is doing business and offering infringing products for sale in this judicial
district.

4. Venue is based upon 28 U.S.C. § 1400(b) and is proper in this Court because the
Defendant is responsible for acts of infringement occurring in the Eastern District of Texas as
alleged in this Complaint, and have delivered or caused to be delivered its infringing products in

the Eastern District of Texas.

WEST COAST AND THE PATENT-IN-SUIT

5. West Coast owns the invention described in United States Patent No. 7,219,902
entitled "Flexible Travel Bag With Integrated Support to Protect Bag From Wear" (hereinafter
"the '902 patent"). The patent is directed to a golf travel bag with a rigid base sold by West Coast
under the trademark CLUB GLOVE. A copy of the '902 patent is attached as Exhibit 1.

6. Armor Gear is, upon information and belief, manufacturing, offering for sale, and
selling within this jurisdiction and in the United States travel bags that infringe the '902 patent,
including travel bags marketed under the trademarks BIG KAHUNA, BIG KAHUNA II,
ROLLING SHERPA IIz (hereinafter "the products"). Copies of advertisements for the BIG

KAHUNA IT and ROLLING SHERPA are attached hereto as Exhibits 2 and 3.

CLAIM FOR RELIEF

7. Plaintiff hereby incorporates by reference and repeats and realleges the allegations
set forth in paragraphs 1-6 above, inclusive.

8. Defendant Armor Gear has infringed and continues to infringe on one or more
claims of the ‘902 patent. Armor Gear has no license from plaintiff West Coast to sell or offer to

sell products that are covered by the ‘902 patent.
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9. On information and belief, Defendant Armor Gear’s infringement of the '902
patent has been, and continues to be, willful and deliberate. Despite written notice from West
Coast to Armor Gear that it is infringing the '902 patent, Armor Gear continues to engage in the
infringement. This willful and deliberate infringement entitles West Coast to increased damages
under 35 U.S.C. § 284.

10.  As a direct and proximate consequence of its acts and practices, Defendant
Armor Gear has also caused, is causing, and will, unless such practices are enjoined by the
Court, continue to cause irreparable harm to Plaintiff West Coast for which there is no adequate
remedy at law, and for which Plaintiff is entitled to permanent injunctive relief under 35 U.S.C. §
283.

11.  As a result of Defendant's infringement, Plaintiff is entitled to an award of
damages in an amount not less than a reasonable royalty as provided for under 35 U.S.C. § 284.

12.  This case is exceptional, entitling West Coast to recover attorneys' fees and costs

incurred in prosecuting this action under 35 U.S.C. § 285.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff West Coast prays for judgment against the Defendant as

follows:
a. Judgment that Defendant has infringed the ‘902 patent;
b. Issuance of a permanent injunction under 35 U.S.C. §283 enjoining further acts of
infringement of the '902 patent;
C. A finding that Defendant's patent infringement has been, and continues to be,
willful;
d. An accounting for damages resulting from Armor Gear’s infringement of the ‘902
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patent;

€. An award of damages and costs, including but not limited to:
1. an award of damages adequate to compensate West Coast for Defendant's
infringement of the '902 patent, but in no event less than a reasonable royalty for
the use made of the invention(s) by Defendant, under 35 U.S.C.§ 284;
2. an award trebling such amount of damages due to Defendant's willful

infringement, pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 284;

3. an assessment of pre-judgment and post-judgment interest on the damages
assessed;
4. an award of costs, together with an award of reasonable attorneys' fees

incurred in connection with this lawsuit, pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §285;

f. Such other and further relief as this Court may deem just and proper.

JURY DEMAND
Plaintiff West Coast respectfully requests a trial by jury, pursuant to Fed. Rule Civ. P.

38(b) on all issues so triable.
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Respectfully submitted,

By:___/s/ Michael P. Adams _
Michael P. Adams  TX SBN 00872050
William M. Parrish  TX SBN 15540325
H. Carl Myers TX SBN 24046502
Winstead PC
401 Congress Avenue, Suite 2100
Austin, TX 78701
Telephone: 512.370.2800
Facsimile: 512.370.2850

Mary Jo Bertani

CA SBN 219,941

TX SBN 240009896
mbertani@kbpatents.com
Koestner Bertani LLP

2192 Martin Street, Suite 150
Irvine, CA 92612
Telephone: 949 350-7301
Facsimile: 949 252-0260

Counsel for Plaintiff West Coast
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(57) ABSTRACT

A travel bag fabricated of flexible material such as nylon and
is combined with a specialized rigid support (0 form com-
bination. The support is configured to protect portions of the
bag which are subject to high wear and tear during normal
use. In addition, the support is formed to receive and hold
wheels therein which facilitate transportation of the bag. The
support is constructed of a high impact rigid material such
as plastic to resist wear due to friction and impact which may
accompany a bag in use. The support is specially arranged
to cooperate with the flexible portion of the bag. The shape
of the support tends to defend the corners of the bag against
particular wear. The flexible main portion and the support
portions are affixed together.
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1
FLEXIBLE TRAVEL BAG WITH
INTEGRATED SUPPORT TO PROTECT BAG
FROM WEAR

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is a continuation and claims priority
based on parent application Ser. No. 08/734,254, entitled
“FLEXIBLE TRAVLCL BAG WITII SUPPORT INTE-
GRATED TO PROTECT BAG FROM WEAR” by Jeffrey
C. Ilerold, filed on Oct. 21, 1996 now abandoned.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field

This invention is gencrally concerned with luggage mate-
rials, configurations and designs, and is specifically con-
cerned with travel bags having specialized support inte-
grated therewith to provide a strong base which is resistant
to wear and damage occasioned by use of said bag.

2. Prior Art

The frequent traveler is well aware of need for high
quality travel bags. Transit systems tend to be quite taxing
on baggage of low quality. Bags get stuck or snagged on
equipment such as doors, escalators, conveyors, carts, hand-
rails, armrests, among others. As travel bags tend to be
heavy when loaded, they may be equipped with wheels to
facilitate transport across smooth floors. Wheels are typi-
cally mounted into the bottom of such bags. An additional
feature may include a handle. Handles are sometimes
retractable into the bag such that the bag occupies a smaller
space and allows for convenient storage.

Some bags are designed for very heavy loads. Commonly
known as “duflel” bags, a {lexible material {orms 4n enclo-
sure into which objects may be packed. For example, a bag
designed to carry sporting equipment may be made of strong
canvas and reinforced at the seams with webbing or alter-
native durable materials. These bags may be particularly
suited for carrying large and bulky objects which cause
increased wear on the bags.

An example of a travel bag suited for sporting equipment
is taught by Mr. Kjose in U.S. Pat. No. 4,657,135. The bag
is designed to carry a sccond containment vessel of similar
shape. Tt is shown with wheels 70 attached about its hbottom
at various locations. Additionally, it has a zip opening 21 and
a handle 80. With the wheels distributed as shown, i.e. with
a long wheelbase, the bag tends to be difficult to steer. In
addition, the lower corners of the bag tend Lo be exposed.
‘They may be engaged by or come into contact with many
objects which may cause wear to them.

An enclosure for sporting cquipment is described in detail
in U.S. Pat. No. 4,953,768 by inventor Muse. The enclosure
is particularly designed to protect its contents against the
elements and specifically rain. The cover may similarly be
equipped with a handle which cooperates with the cover to
which it is attached.

Mr. Hauer of Washington teaches a wheeled bag in the
form of a cart with a handle and accessory holder in U.S. Pat.
No. 4,411,465. The two wheels are spread such that they are
broader than the bag is in order to resist tipping in 2 lateral
direction.

Finally, Mr. Dunn of Santa Ana, Calif. teaches a novel bag
in which a golf club set is to be carried. U.S. Pat. No.
5,265,894 shows a bag which includes wheels 32 and a
handle 25. Of particular interest is the bottom member which
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is a rigid element. The sides of the bag are fastened to the
bottom member which supports the wheels.

Perhaps the most sophisticated experts with regard to
travel bags include airline personnel. Airline travelers will
certainly recall that flight attendants and pilots often tote a
wheeled bag through airport and hotel lobbies. The bag is
typically made of durable canvas or similar cloth material.
With a retractable handle, the bag is pulled behind the user
while the bottom is supported on two wheels in contact with
the floor. The wheels are preferably quite small and are
sometimes built into the bag at wheel wells which are riveted
to the canvas bottom. These bags are conveniently designed
to fit the compartments of airplanes. They are durable in
design, but tend to support a load of only a few tens of
pounds. As such, the material used to form the bags is
generally only mildly resistant to high friction loads. The
corners of these bags are generally made of soft materials
which tends to get caught on various objects including sharp
metallic objects such as those of which a conveyor might be
comprised. The metallic objects tend to tear and destroy the
bags. Additionally, the wheels are sometimes subject to very
high impact forcc and may casily brecak away from the
canvas bag to which they are attached. These travel bags
may be dragged up or down stairs. Designers have included
ribs made of plastic which ron in a longitudinal direction
down the back of the bag. These ribs may help allow the bag
to be dragged over a bumpy surface such as stairs. However,
the ribs are usually attached to the soft material of the bag
by rivels or adhesives. Objecls may operate Lo tear the ribs
from the bag when they engage the ends of the ribs.

Most travel luggage can be classified either “soft” luggage
or “hard” luggage. Soft luggage is lightweight and more
easily made compact for storage; while hard luggage tends
to be more bulky. [lowevet, hard luggage is quite strong and
may stand up to extreme conditions which act to wear or
damage the luggage. Soft luggage is more easily destroyed
by conditions to which it may be exposed in normal use. It
would be desirable to provide luggage which benefits from
the advantages offered by each of these types of luggage,
without having the problems associated with either.

Notwithstanding, new configurations have been discov-
ered which provide novel designs and forms far travel bags,
particularly travel bags subject to high wear and damage duc
to the heavy loads which they support. In contrast to the
good and useful inventions mentioned, each having certain
{eatures thal are no less than remarkable, the instant inven-
tion is concerned with providing a long lasting, wear resis-
tant travel hag far heavy Ioads.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Comes now, Jeffrey C. Herald with an invention of a
travel bag including combinations of materials and configu-
rations arranged to provide a superior travel bag which is
resistant to damage due to impact and friction forces inci-
dent thereon, yet is lightweight and easily made compact for
storage.

A travel bag of the invention may be comprised of two
primary elements. A first element is a strong, flexible mate-
rial which forms an enclosure and the second element is a
rigid material which forms a protective barrier and support.
The elements are formed in shapes to cooperate together as
mates. The two elements are affixed together in a fashion to
realize a high utility travel bag having superior properties.
The bag may be compactly stored as soft luggage, but is
durable against damage as is hard luggage. The combination
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provides a specialized bag which is particularly useful for
transporting large and heavy loads such as those associated
with sporting equipment.

OBIJECTIVES OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, it is a primary object of the invention to
provide a heavy duty travel bag.

It is an additional object to provide a travel bag which
resists wear commonly occasioned by such bags.

It is an object to provide a travel bag which is easily made
compact far storage.

It is an object to provide a bag with a strong base which
supports integration of wheels thereon.

It is an object to provide a travel bag with extra support
at regions subject to high friction, snag, tear and impact and
other contact forces.

These objectives and others will be readily appreciated in
vicw of the following cxamples of preferred cmbodiments.
A better understanding can be had with reference to the
detailed description of preferred embodiments and with
reference to the appended drawings. These embodiments
represent particular ways to realize the invention and are not
inclusive of all ways possible. Thereflore, there may exist
many embodiments that do not deviate from the spirit and
scope of this disclosure as set forth by the claims, but do not
appear here as specific examples. It will be appreciated that
a great plurality of alterpate versions are possible.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING
FIGURES

‘These and other features, aspects, and advantages:-of the
present invention will become better understood with regard
to the following description, appended claims and drawings
where:

FIG. 1 shows a travel bag of the invenlion in a perspective
rear view;

FIG. 2 shows a travel bag of the invention from a front
view;

FIG. 3 shows a travel bag of the invention in a storage
position; and

FIG. 4 shows details of an element of a travel bag which
is a rigid member.

PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF THE
INVENTION

In accordance with each of the preferred embodiments of
the invention, there is provided a travel bag including a
flexible enclosure element integrated with a rigid support to
protect the bag from wear. It will be appreciated that each of
the embodiments described is an apparatus and that the
apparatus of one preferred embodiment may be different
than the apparatus of another embodiment.

A travel bag of the invention is comprised of two primary
elements. A first element is a flexible material which forms
an enclosure and the second element is a rigid device which
forms a protective barrier and support.

An enclosure is formed by proper arrangement of a
durable, flexible material such as nylon, canvas, denim,
polyesters or other suitable materials. Portions of material
may be cut from cloth in patterns which can be sewn
together. Seams and other regions subject to high stress may
be reinforced and improved by supportive webbing materi-
als. Strong rivets may be used to attach and affix webbing to
the flexible material. In addition, webbing may be sewn to
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the flexible material. The enclosure typically has an opening
which may be altematively opened and closed with a zipper
or other fastener. When the enclosure is loaded, it may take
a certain shape due to the form and limits of the materials
used 10 make the enclosure. A handle may be provided at an
cnd or along a portion of a side of the bag. A handle so
placed, suggests a “top” and “bottom™ of a bag. The enclo-
sure portion of a bag may therefore have: a bottom portion,
a top portion, and side portions each made of flexible
material. The bottom of the enclosure meets the sides to
form a seam. Two sides and the bottom may be joined
together and form a comner. A lower quadrant of the flexible
enclosure might include (wo comers, a portion of the enclo-
sure bottom, and portions of the enclosure sides. Normal
handling of the bag may cause the lower portion of the bag
to be exposed to various forms of wear and contact forces
such as impact forces and friction forces. Accordingly, the
bottom quadrant of the bag is the focus of a specialized
support element.

A rigid member shaped to cooperate in form with the
enclosure described above, and additionally shaped and
designed to resist specific forces to which the element may
be exposed, is provided. It may include wheel wells, pro-
tective corners, and reinforcement ribs all integrated as a
together single piece. This rigid member may be formed of
rugged material such as plastic or metal which are highly
durable and resist wear and damage due to contact forces.
High impact plastics may be particularly suitable. The rigid
member takes a specialized shape. It has a convex side and
a concave side. The concave side is shaped to receive
therein, a quadrant or substantial portion thereof, the flexible
enclosure; particularly a bottom quadrant thereof. A rigid
member so designed can bé fastened and affixed to a flexible
enclosure described above. They may he fasténed in a
plurality of ways, however, a simple and effective way
which is preferred is via rivets. Snaps, Velero, adhesives or
other fasteners may also work for same alternative versions.
The convex side may support secondary elements which
include: wheel wells, reinforcement ribs, ruggedized cor-
ners.

With reference to the drawing figures, a preferred embodi-
ment is shown which represents the best make contem-
plated. An enclosure 1 is formed by sewing together various
pieces or panels of material. The enclosure generally has a
top portion 2, and a bottom portion 3. The sides of the bag
generally form a cylindrical shape with axial symmetry. A
rigid support member 4 is formed of hard material in a shape
substantially similar to a quadrant of the enclosure form. In
particular, the rigid support member may have two corners
5. Reinforcing ribs 6 may be integrated into the single piece
element to add strength thereto. The support member is
preferably formed to accommodate wheels 7 near its bottom.
A front view of a travel bag of the invention is shown in FIG.
2. The bag 21 may be provided with handles 22 on cither
side of a zipper opening 24. Alternatively, or in addition, a
handle 23 may be attached to the top of the bag. The bottom
of the bag 25 may be of arbitrary shape but generally
contains two corners 26. These corners are matingly
received into corners 5 of the rigid support member shown
in FIG. 1.

A drawing in FIG. 3 shows the same rigid supporl
member 31, however, the flexible enclosure portion 32 of the
bag has been pushed down into the space of the concave part
of the rigid support member. In this way, a bag can be made
quite compact for storage. The entire bag occupies a space
less than the one quarter of its capacity. It is an important
feature that a travel bag be provided which can realize
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benefits of soft luggage and hard luggage. The rigid member
tends to be very durable and protect the soft enclosure like
hard luggage, while the soft enclosure portion tends to be
lightweight and pack away in a fashion comparable to soft
luggage.

FIG. 4 shows a rigid member 41 may be formed of a
single piece of material which has been molded or formed
into a best shape. The rigid support member generally has a
main portion which may extend from the bottom of the
enclosure, along a portion of the side, and terminates near
the middle of the enclosure. This main portion may have a
thickness which is preferably a fraction of an inch. It is
generally {lat however it may be curved at its sides 45 (o
form a slightly concave side and a convex side. 1he rigid
member additionally has a bottom portion which meets the
main portion to form a smooth and rounded or curved joint.
The bottom extends away from the main portion at approxi-
mately a right angle. The bottom portion may similarly be
formed in a slightly curved piece where the concavity is
oriented upwardly. The rigid member also has side portions
47. The side portions meet the bottom and main portions to
form a corner(s) 46. The portions together form a cavity into
which a soft flexible enclosure will be well received. The
shape may include reinforcement elements 42 such as ribs
which run along longitudinal and lateral directions of the
device. These ribs may be ridges of material which extend
slightly above the surface. They provide additional strength
against bending and flexing. They are particularly important
when a bag is dragged over rough surfaces such as the edges
of stairs or escalators. Additionally, wells 43 formed to
receive wheels 48 therein and to support mounting hardware
for the wheels may be:provided.

Tt is important to draw attention 10 the coriier 46: When a
wheeled travel bag is pulled by a handle, the corners of the
hag are subject (o great probability of being damaged. They
tend to come into contact with many obstacles and objects
which may damage a soft bag. Previously, soll bags were
reinforced against such contact by merely adding an extra
layer of material at the comers or by putting small corner
guards perhaps made of a special rugged material. These
types of protection help to alleviate the problem and extend
the life of the bag, however, as the corner protectors stand
alone and are not integrated with a rigid support system they
often fail and eventually become separated from the bag to
which they are sewn. The rigid support member described
has great resistance against damage caused by contact forces
incident at the corners 46. When the rigid member is made
of high impact plastic; the corners may stand up to a
vigorous beating while protecting the bottom quadrant and
sides of the bottom quadrant of the bag from damage. The
corners cannot be separated from the bag as they are
integrated with the entire rigid member as a single piece of
formed matcrial. Great advantagge is realized by forming the
rigid member of a single piece. Reinforcement ribs, wheel
wells, and corner protectors are integrated together in a
single device. In this way, the individual elements cannot be
separated from each other or from the bag to which they are
attached as is common in hags of the art. Tn addition, a cost
advantage is realized because these elements do not have to
be independently formed and attached (o the bag. A single
step of forming a rigid member in the manner described
provides a travel bag with strong protection at the wheel
wells, corners and ribs. This is particularly important in view
of the nature in which some travel bags are used. Travel bags
for heavy loads are particularly advantaged by this arrange-
ment. The travel bag described has some advantages asso-
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ciated with soft and hard luggage without the problems
which otherwise accompanies those types of devices.

Although the present invention has been described in
considerable detail with clear and concise language and with
reference to certain preferred versions thereof including the
best mode anticipated by the inventor, other versions arc
possible. Therefore, the spirit and scope of the appended
claims should not be limited by the description of the
preferred versions contained therein.

What is claimed is:

1. A travel bag for enclosing, protecling and ransporting
contents placed therein and for collapsing to a storage
position when contents are not placed therein, said travel bag
comprising:

a flexible enclosure; and

an external rigid support member,

said external rigid support member having a main portion,

a bottom portion, and side portiops, the bottom portion
joining the main and side portions to form a partially
enclosed concave part into which a portion of said
flexible enclosure is fitted and affixed,

said external rigid support member fitting only over

substantially a quadrant of said flexible enclosure so
that the remaining substantially three quadrants of said
flexible enclosure are not enclosed by a support mem-
ber;

said flexible enclosure being formed of a strong matcrial

arranged as an enclosure having a top, sides and bottom
portions, said sides being flexible so that when said bag
does not contain contents said top can be collapsed into
said concave part in a storage position;

said flexible enclosure including an opening formed in

said enclosure and: closure means connected to said
enclosure so that said closure means can be engaged to
closc said opening.

2. A travel bag according to claim 1 wherein when said
flexible enclosure is in the storage position said flexible
enclosure occupies the concave part of said external rigid
support member.

3. A travel bag according to claim 1 wherein said external
rigid support member extends from the bottom portion of
said enclosure along a portion of the back of said enclosure
and along a portion of the sides of said enclosure.

4. A travel bag according to claim 1 wherein the main
portion of said external rigid support member extends from
the bottom portion of said enclosure, along a portion of the
back of said enclosure and terminates near the middle of said
enclosure.

5. A travel bag according to claim 1 wherein the main
portion of said external rigid support member is located on
the back portion of said enclosure and extends between the
bottom portion of said enclosure and the middle of said
enclosure.

6. A travel bag of claim 1 wherein said flexible enclosure
includes a top, sides and a bottom portion, and said opening
extends along one of said sides.

7. A travel bag of claim 6 wherein said opening extends
the complete length of one of said sides.

8. A travel bag of claim 1 wherein said closure means is
a zipper.

9. A travel bag of claim 1 wherein the main portion of the
rigid enclosure is substantially flat.

10. A travel bag for enclosing, protecting and transporting
contents placed thercin comprising:

a flexible enclosure; and

an external rigid support member,
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said ﬁex1b]e enclosure being formed of a strong material
arranged as an enclosure havmg & top, sides and bottom
portions,

said flexible enclosure mcludmg an opemng formed in

said ‘cnclosure” and closure means connected to said
enclosure so that-said closure means can be engaged Lo
close said opening;

said external rigid support member havmg a main portion,

a bottom portion, and side portions, the bottom portion
joining the main and side portions to form a partially
enclosed cavity into which a portion~of said flexible
enclosure is fitted and affixed, the main"portion extend-
ing from the bottom of said enclosure along a portion
of the side and terminating near the middle of said
enclosure, wherein said top can be collapsed into said
partially enclosed cavity;

said external rigid support member fitting only over

substantially a quadrant of said flexible enclosure so
that the remaining substantially three quadrants of said
{lexible enclosure are not enclosed by a supporl mem-
ber.

11. A travel bag according to claim 10 wherein said rigid
support member is formed in a shape substantially similar to
a quadrant of said flexible enclosure.

12. A travel bag of claim 10 wherein said opening extends
along one of said sides.

13. A travel bag of claim 12 wherein said opening extends
the complete length of one of said sides.

14. A travel bag of claim 10 wherein said closure means
is a zipper.

15. A travel bag for enclosing, protecting and transporting
contents placed therein comprised of two primary members:

a flexible enclosure; and

an external rigid support member,

suid flexible enclosure being forined of a strong :raterial

arrangced as an cnclosurc having a top, smcs and bottom
portions,

said flexible enclosure including an opening formed in

said enclosure and closure means connected to said
enclosure so that said closure means can be engaged to
close said opening;

said external rigid support member being formed of a

single piece rugged material having a main portion, a
bottom portion, and side portions, the bottom portion
joining the main and side portions to form a partially
enclosed cavity into which a portion of said flexible
enclosure is fitted and affixed, wherein said top can be
collapsed into said partially enclosed cavity;

said external rigid support member fitting only over

substantially a quadrant of said flexible enclosure so
that the remaining substantially three quadrants of said
flexible enclosure are not enclosed by a support mem-
ber.

16. A travel bag of claim 15, said flexible enclosure being
formed of a material from the group:

canvas, denim, cotton, nylon, acrylics and polyesters; and

said rigid basc being formed of a plastic material.

17. A travel bag of claim 15 said flexible enclosure being
formed of a material from the group:

canvas, denim, cotlon, nylon, scrylics and polyesters; and

said rigid base being formed of a metallic material.

18. A travel bag of claim 15 said external rigid support
member further comprising: wheel wells, said wheel wells
being arranged on a curved joint between the main portion
and the bollom portion operable to receive therein wheels
and wheel mounting hardware.

19. A travel bag of claim 15 said external rigid support
member further comprising reinforcement ribs, the rein-
forcement ribs being formed on said rigid member main
portion in longitudinal or lateral directions.
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20. A travel bag of claim 15 said flexible enclosure having
two corners and said external rigid support member having
two corners, the corners of the flexible enclosure being
matingly received and affixed into the corners of the external
rigid support member.

21. A travel bag of claim 20 said flexible enclosure being
affixed to said external rigid support member by rivets.

22. A travel bag of claim 21 said external rigid support
member having a convex side and a concave side, said
flexible enclosure being affixed to the concave side of said
external rigid support member, said wheel wells being
affixed to the convex side of the external rigid support
member at the curved joint.

23. A travel bag of claim 15 wherein said opening exlends
along one of said sides.

24. A travel bag of claim 23 wherein said opening extends
the complete length of one of said sides.

25. A travel bag of claim 15 wherein said closure means
is a zipper.

26. A travel bag for enclosing, protecting and transporting
contents placed therein, said bag comprising two primary
members as follows:

a flexible enclosurc; and

an external rigid support member,

said flexible enclosure being formed of a strong material

of a top, sides and bottom portions,

said external rigid support member being formed of a

single piece rugged material having a main portion, a
bottom portion, and side portions, the bottom portion
joining the main and side portions to form a partially
encloscd cavity into which a portion of said flexible
enclosure is (itted and allixed, wherein said top can be
collapsed into said partially enclosed cavity;

said external rigid support member fitting only over

substantially a quadrant of said flexible enclosure so
that the remaining substantially three quadrants of said
flexible enclosure are not enclosed by a support mem-
ber.

27. A travel bag of claim 26, said external rigid member
having a single closed loop periphery.

28. A travel bag of claim 26, said flexible enclosure sides
being formed of a single picce which is wrapped in a
cylindrical body to form a substandally elongated element
which may be joined by said top and bottom portions.

29. A travel bag of claim 26, said external rigid member
extending from a bottom edge to terminate near the middle
of the flexible enclosure member.

30. A travel bag of claim 26, said external rigid member
having a concave side to cooperate in form with the flexible
enclosure member.

31. A travel bag of claim 26, said external rigid member
further having corners integrated with the entire external
rigid member as a single picce of formed material whereby
the corners cannot be separated from the flexible enclosure.

32. A travel bag of claim 26, said flexible enclosure
member is affixed to the external rigid member such that it
may be pushed through the closed loop periphery and into
the partially enclosed cavity formed by the external rigid
member.

33. A travel bag of claim 26 wherein said opening extends
along one of said sides.

34. A travel hag of claim 33 wherein said opening extends
the complete length of one of said sides.

35. A travel bag of claim 26 wherein said closure means
is a zipper.
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