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FIG. 14.



Patent Application Publication  Apr. 19,2012 Sheet 7 of 8 US 2012/0090076 A1

1522
| 11 r 11
Y i, s . 8
I ¥ il 1500
]
! 1535 ! s
{ i
|
I
|
st |
f
1520

1632 1630
1600 ' ] S
\\ /! ulh.'l~ 1 -|||||‘h
| |
| |
i |
|
|
+
1722
1720
1700 i
N b
b
I 1
e | FIG. 17.
b



Patent Application Publication  Apr. 19,2012 Sheet 8 of 8 US 2012/0090076 A1

1800 ~

310

‘\?

otele
%
%
&
&%
%
&
X
3
5
%
QS
ol
%

\‘\\\
RARY

XXX
59,

XX
0%
.0
LX)
3
0%
&
93¢
o g%,
X3
(XD

N
XS
SRR
3RS
K85
X
ol
&
&
&%
3028
&

‘\|'l wtiv j

7
W N7
SBRRHRKKS
P00% Le%ede 0% e ¢
Paletelteteletele%ete e
RELRRERERRRELRIRKKLS
SRORIIRIIRIRIERRKK]
IRRRRALRIRRLRELRELREK
R e Yo%e e %o e 20 %e %%
I eleteteted

[ULEENY

310

e
330

‘|||l|.ll|u. /

R




US 2012/0090076 Al

CONVERTIBLE GOLF GARMENT WITH

INTEGRATED BELT LOOPS
CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

[0001] Not Applicable.
FIELD
[0002] The present invention relates to a multi-layered ath-

letic garment, such as a garment covering a lower portion of
an athlete. More particularly, the multi-layered athletic gar-
ment has multiple layers secured together and to the wearer
through the use of integrated belt loops.

SUMMARY

[0003] Many women have a preference for the aesthetic
appearance of skirts. Due to considerations of modesty,
women may strongly prefer to wear shorts or pants beneath a
skirt for some sports. In the game of golf, for example, women
who wear skirts generally wear shorts as well. For instance, a
woman may wear a pair of shorts under a skirt. However, the
use of two separate garments may result in excess bulk and
disorientation between the garments, causing discomfort to
the wearer, a loss of flexibility for the wearer, and/or
decreased athletics. Alternatively, some women wear shorts
that are permanently affixed to skirts. However, the perma-
nent nature of the affixation requires the wearer to throw out
the entire garment when only one portion is damaged. For
instance, if the wearer gets a hole in the skirt, the entire
garment is damaged, even if the shorts are otherwise undam-
aged.

[0004] As such, there remains a need for a multi-layered
athletic garment having components that are separably
affixed. Accordingly, methods are provided to separably affix
components of a multi-layered athletic garment through the
use of integrated belt loops that combine belt loops from
multiple layers of the garment into fully functional and aes-
thetically pleasing integrated belt loops. To address this need,
disclosure is provided of a multi-layered garment having a
shorts component and a skirt component. The shorts and skirt
components are able to be secured through the use of inte-
grated belt loops. Further, the skirt component may be affixed
to the shorts component independent of the orientation of the
skirt. In particular, the skirt component may be reversible
such that either side of the skirt component may be affixed to
the shorts component in accordance with the discussion
herein.

[0005] The skirt component of the athletic garment in
accordance with the present invention may be composed of
one type of fabric, or even a single piece of fabric. In particu-
lar, the skirt component may be formed from one piece of
fabric with belt loops created by cutting two slits into a
portion of the material on either side of each resultant belt
loop. In this way, the single-layer belt loops of the skirt are
reversible, in that they can be raised from the material on
either side of the skirt component to hold a belt. Further, the
shorts component of the athletic garment may be any form of
shorts, pants, or undergarment having belt loops (“shorts belt
loops”) that align with the belt loops of the skirt component
(“skirt belt loops™). Accordingly, when the skirt belt loops are
raised in anticipation of holding a belt, the shorts belt loops
may be pushed through the holes in the skirt component
resulting from the outwardly protruding skirt belt loops such

Apr. 19,2012

that the shorts belt loops are pressed against the skirt belt
loops. Each combination of a shorts belt loop pressed against
a skirt belt loop may be referred to as an integrated belt loop.
Each shorts belt loop and each skirt belt loop may function
independently as an aesthetically pleasing belt loop, but the
combination of a skirt belt loop and a shorts belt loop may
also function as an aesthetically pleasing belt loop, as
described herein. As such, a belt may pass through the inte-
grated belt loops composed of the skirt belt loops and the
shorts belt loops.

[0006] This section provides a general summary of the
disclosure, and is not a comprehensive disclosure of its full
scope or all of its features. Further areas of applicability will
become apparent from the description provided herein. The
description and specific examples in this summary are
intended for purposes of illustration only and are not intended
to limit the scope of the present disclosure.

DRAWINGS

[0007] The drawings described herein are for illustrative
purposes only of selected embodiments and not all possible
implementations, and are not intended to limit the scope of
the present disclosure.

[0008] FIG. 1 illustrates a perspective view of an example
multi-layered athletic garment in accordance with the present
invention;

[0009] FIG. 2 illustrates a perspective view of the example
multi-layered athletic garment of FIG. 1 with a partially open
belt in accordance with the present invention;

[0010] FIG. 3 illustrates a perspective view of the example
multi-layered athletic garment of FIG. 1 with a partially open
skirt component in accordance with the present invention;
[0011] FIG. 4 illustrates a perspective view of a shorts
component of the multi-layered athletic garment of FIG. 1 in
accordance with the present invention;

[0012] FIG. 5 illustrates a section view of integrated belt
loops of the multi-layered athletic garment of FIG. 1 in accor-
dance with the present invention;

[0013] FIG. 6 illustrates another section view of integrated
belt loops of the multi-layered athletic garment of FIG. 1 in
accordance with the present invention;

[0014] FIG. 7illustrates an exploded view of integrated belt
loops of the multi-layered athletic garment of FIG. 1 in accor-
dance with the present invention;

[0015] FIG. 8illustrates a front view of a shorts component
of a second example of a multi-layered athletic garment in
accordance with the present invention;

[0016] FIG. 9 illustrates an expanded view of a skirt com-
ponent of the multi-layered athletic garment of FIG. 8 in
accordance with the present invention;

[0017] FIG. 10 illustrates an exploded view of the multi-
layered athletic garment of FIG. 8 in accordance with the
present invention;

[0018] FIG. 11 illustrates a perspective view of a first side
of'a skirt component of the multi-layered athletic garment of
FIG. 8 in accordance with the present invention;

[0019] FIG. 12 illustrates a perspective view of a second
side of the skirt component of the multi-layered athletic gar-
ment of FIG. 8 in accordance with the present invention;
[0020] FIG. 13 illustrates a section view of belted inte-
grated belt loops of the multi-layered athletic garment of FIG.
8 in accordance with the present invention;
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[0021] FIG. 14 illustrates a front view of an example multi-
layered athletic garment in accordance with the present
invention;

[0022] FIG. 15 illustrates a section view of a pocket of an
example multi-layered athletic garment in accordance with
the present invention;

[0023] FIG. 16 illustrates a section view of a pocket of an
example multi-layered athletic garment in accordance with
the present invention;

[0024] FIG. 17 illustrates a section view of belt loops of an
example multi-layered athletic garment in accordance with
the present invention;

[0025] FIG. 18 illustrates a perspective view of a first side
of'a skirt component of a multi-layered athletic garment in an
open position in accordance with the present invention; and
[0026] FIG. 19 illustrates a perspective view of an opened
second side of the skirt component of the multi-layered ath-
letic garment of FIG. 18 in an open position in accordance
with the present invention.

[0027] Corresponding reference numerals indicate corre-
sponding parts throughout the several views of the drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0028] Referring to FIG. 1, a perspective view 100 of an
example athletic garment 110 is shown. In particular, athletic
garment 110 may be worn by a wearer, such as an athlete,
during an athletic activity. Athletic garment 110 is a multi-
layered garment having shorts component 120, skirt compo-
nent 130, and belt 140. Shorts component 120 has shorts belt
loops (not shown in this figure). Additionally, skirt compo-
nent 130 has skirt belt loops 132 which are integrated with the
shorts belt loops.

[0029] The alignment of the shorts belt loops of shorts
component 120 with skirt belt loops 132 of skirt component
130 allows both sets of belt loops to be integrated or combined
to create a functioning and aesthetically pleasing belt loop. In
particular, each shorts belt loop may pass through an opening
in skirt component 130 to be integrated with a corresponding
skirt belt loop 132. Belt 140 may then be used to secure shorts
component 120 to skirt component 130 by passing through
the integrated belt loops. As seen in FIG. 1, belt 140 passes
through the integrated belt loops of athletic garment 110,
securing shorts component 120 to skirt component 130. Once
belt 140 has passed through the integrated belt loops, belt 140
may then be secured using belt buttons (not shown in this
figure). In particular, belt buttons may take the form of snap-
on buttons. Alternatively, belt 140 may be secured using
another form of button closure, the use of a belt buckle, or
another method of securing a belt.

[0030] FIG. 2 illustrates a perspective view 200 of the
example multi-layered athletic garment 110 of FIG. 1 with a
partially open belt 140 in accordance with the present inven-
tion. As seen in FIG. 2, the integrated belt loop 150 of athletic
garment 110 is formed into a singular belt loop through which
belt 140 may pass. As discussed above, integrated belt loop
150 is formed by combining a shorts belt loop 122 and a skirt
belt loop 132. Further, in FIG. 2, skirt component 130 is a
wrap skirt. Alternatively, skirt component 130 may be a
reversible continuous skirt, such as a stretch skirt, a skirt with
a reversible zipper, or a combination of both.

[0031] FIG. 3 illustrates a perspective view 300 of the
example multi-layered athletic garment 110 of FIG. 1 with a
partially open skirt component 130 in accordance with the
present invention. In particular, FIG. 3 illustrates the way in
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which skirt component 130 covers shorts component 120. As
seen in FIG. 3, skirt component 130 is a wrap skirt that wraps
around shorts component 120. Accordingly, shorts belt loops
122 are aligned with skirt belt loops 132. The width of skirt
belt loops 132 is slightly larger than the width of shorts belt
loops 122, allowing shorts belt loops 122 to pass through the
openings created when skirt belt loops 132 are oriented out-
wards (i.e., away from shorts component 120). Additionally,
the height of skirt belt loops 132 is slightly taller than the
height of shorts belt loops 122 in order for shorts belt loops
122 to pass easily through the openings created as discussed
above. In particular, each of shorts belt loops 122 may pass far
enough through the openings created when each of skirt belt
loops 132 are oriented outwards such that belt 140 may be
passed through belt loops 122 and 132 at the same time.
[0032] Additionally, FIG. 3 includes skirt pocket 134 of
skirt component 130 and a shorts pocket (not shown in this
figure) of shorts component 120. The shorts and skirt pockets
may be connected. In particular, the shorts and skirt pockets
may be connected through the use of a pass-through pocket.
For example, a zipper may be included in skirt pocket 134 in
order to allow access to the shorts pocket. Further, the zipper
may be reversible. Alternatively, skirt pocket 134 may be
directly connected into the shorts pocket such that at least a
portion of the volume of skirt pocket 134 is held within the
shorts pocket. As such, skirt pocket 134 may be smaller than
the shorts pocket.

[0033] An illustrative shorts component 120 is provided in
FIG. 4. In particular, FI1G. 4 illustrates a perspective view 400
of a shorts component 120 of the multi-layered athletic gar-
ment 110 of FIG. 1 in accordance with the present invention.
Shorts component 120 includes shorts belt loops 122 and
shorts pocket 124. Shorts pocket 124 may be integrated with
a pocket of a skirt component, such as skirt pocket 134 dis-
cussed above. Additionally, shorts component 120 may be
interchangeable with other undergarments, such as shorts,
that have shorts belt loops 122 aligned in accordance with the
belt loops of a skirt component, such as skirt belt loops 132.
Accordingly, integrated belt loops may be used to form a
multi-layered athletic garment with interchangeable compo-
nents.

[0034] An example of integrated belt loops is illustrated in
FIG. 5. In particular, FIG. 5 is a section view 500 of integrated
belt loops of multi-layered athletic garment 110 of FIG. 1 in
accordance with the present invention. In particular, shorts
belt loop 122 passes through an opening created when skirt
belt loop 132 is oriented outwards. Additionally, shorts belt
loop 122 is pressed against skirt belt loop 132 to form an
integrated belt loop. To illustrate this more clearly, FIG. 6
illustrates another section view 600 of integrated beltloops of
multi-layered athletic garment 110 of FIG. 1. In FIG. 6, shorts
belt loop 122 is partially through the opening created when
skirt belt loop 132 is oriented outwards. Further, FIG. 7 illus-
trates an exploded view 700 of integrated belt loops of multi-
layered athletic garment 110 in accordance with the present
invention. As seen in FIG. 7, shorts belt loop 122 is slightly
narrower than skirt belt loop 132 to allow belt loop 122 to
easily pass through an opening created when skirt belt loop
132 is oriented outwardly. In embodiments, shorts belt loop
122 may be cupped to hold skirt belt loop 132. Alternatively,
skirt belt loop 132 may be cupped to hold shorts belts loop
122.

[0035] In order for belt loops of a shorts component to be
integrated with belt loops of a skirt component, the belt loops
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of each component must be aligned. Accordingly, FIG. 8
illustrates a front view 800 of a shorts component of a second
example of a multi-layered athletic garment in accordance
with the present invention. As seen in FIG. 8, a portion of
shorts belt loops 222 are positioned at a distance 224, desig-
nated as “x,” from the center line of shorts component 220.
Additionally, a further portion of shorts belt loops 222 are
positioned at a further distance (not shown) designated as “y,”
from the center line of shorts component 220. Further, FIG. 9
illustrates an expanded view 900 of a skirt component of the
multi-layered athletic garment of FIG. 8 in accordance with
the present invention.

[0036] As seen in FIG. 9, a portion of skirt belt loops 232
are positioned at a distance 234, designated as “x,” from the
center line of skirt component 230. Accordingly, the portion
of shorts belt loops 222 positioned at distance “x” from the
center line of shorts component 220 are aligned with the
portion of skirt belt loops 232 positioned at distance “x” from
the center line of skirt component 230. Additionally, a further
portion of skirt belt loops 232 are positioned at a further
distance 236, designated as “y,” from the center line of skirt
component 230. As such, shorts belt loops 222 and skirt belt
loops 232 are symmetrically aligned from center line 250 of
athletic garment 210. Further, as skirt belt loops 232 are
aligned equidistant along the length of skirt component 230,
skirt belt loops 232 are aligned with shorts belt loops 222
independent of whether skirt component 230 is in a first
position (shown) or a second, reversed position (not shown in
this figure). As such, when shorts component 220 is aligned
with skirt component 230, as seen in FIG. 10, the belt loops
222 and 232 of each component may be combined to form an
integrated belt loop.

[0037] An illustration of shorts component 220 affixed to
skirt component 230 is shown in FIG. 10. In particular, FIG.
10 illustrates an exploded view 1000 of multi-layered athletic
garment 210 of FIG. 8 in accordance with the present inven-
tion. Once shorts component 220 and skirt component 230 are
aligned, the beltloops 222 and 232 of each component may be
integrated by passing shorts belt loops 222 through openings
created when skirt belt loops 232 are oriented outwards. In
particular, by coupling shorts belt loops 222 to skirt belt loops
232, a belt may be passed beneath both sets of belt loops
simultaneously to affix shorts component 220 to skirt com-
ponent 230.

[0038] Additionally, a skirt component may be separable
from a multi-layered athletic garment. In particular, the skirt
component may be separated from the athletic garment and
may be worn alone. For instance, belt loops within the skirt
component may be oriented outwards to allow a belt to pass
through to hold up the skirt component. Further, as discussed
above, a skirt component in accordance with the present
invention may be reversible. As such, FIG. 11 illustrates a
perspective view 1100 of a first orientation of a skirt compo-
nent of multi-layered athletic garment 210 of FI1G. 8, in accor-
dance with the present invention. As seen in FIG. 11, a first
portion of skirt component 230 facing outwards is pattern 250
and a second portion of skirt component 230 facing inwards is
pattern 255. Further, skirt component 230 may be oriented
such that pattern 255 of skirt component is facing outwards
and pattern 250 of skirt component 230 is facing inwards.
Accordingly, FIG. 12 illustrates a perspective view 1200 of a
second orientation of the skirt component of the multi-lay-
ered athletic garment of FIG. 8 in accordance with the present
invention.
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[0039] Further, FIG. 13 illustrates a section view 1300 of
belted integrated belt loops of multi-layered athletic garment
210 of FIG. 8 in accordance with the present invention. In
particular, FIG. 13 comprises belt 240 passing through the
inner portion of integrated belt loops. The integrated belt
loops are composed of shorts belt loops 222 and skirt belt
loops 232. Accordingly, belt 140 is used to affix shorts com-
ponent 220 to skirt component 230. Additionally, the inte-
grated belt loops may be symmetrically aligned with respect
to a center line of athletic garment 210. As such, skirt com-
ponent 230 may be reversible. Alternatively, the integrated
belt loops may be asymmetrically aligned with respect to the
center line of athletic garment 210. Independent of the sym-
metry of how the integrated belt loops are aligned, however,
the integrated belt loops may be used to affix multiple layers
of athletic garment 210 in accordance with the present inven-
tion.

[0040] FIG. 14 illustrates a front view 1400 of an example
multi-layered athletic garment 1410 in accordance with the
present invention. Athletic garment 1410 is a tied multi-lay-
ered garment having shorts component (not shown), skirt
component 1430, pocket 1434, belt 1440, and integrated belt
loops 1450. As seen in FIG. 14, the shorts component (not
shown) is integrated with skirt component 1430 by having
shorts belt loops (not shown) of the shorts component inte-
grated with skirt belt loops (not shown) of skirt component
1430 and secured with belt 1440.

[0041] FIG. 15 illustrates a section view 1500 of a pocket
1534 of an example multi-layered athletic garment in accor-
dance with the present invention. As seen in FIG. 15, shorts
component 1520 has diagonally slanted pocket 1534 and
back pocket 1535. Additionally, view 1500 illustrates shorts
belt loops 1522. Similarly, FIG. 16 illustrates a section view
1600 of pocket 1634 of an example multi-layered athletic
garment in accordance with the present invention. In particu-
lar, view 1600 is of skirt component 1630. Accordingly, view
1600 includes vertical pocket 1634 and back pocket 1635.
Further, skirt belt loops 1632 of skirt component 1630 are
shown in view 1600.

[0042] FIG. 17 illustrates a section view 1700 of shorts belt
loops 1720 of an example multi-layered athletic garment in
accordance with the present invention. In particular, shorts
component 1720 has shorts belt loops 1722 that are secured
on the front and back portion of shorts component 1720. This
is in contrast to shorts belt loops 122 shown in FIG. 4 where
the shorts belt loops 122 are only secured on the front of
shorts component 120.

[0043] FIG. 18 illustrates a perspective view 1800 of a first
side of a skirt component of a multi-layered athletic garment
in an open position in accordance with the present invention.
In particular, FIG. 18 illustrates a first side 350 of a skirt
component 330 covering a shorts component 320 of a multi-
layered athletic garment 310. Further, skirt component 330 is
opened to reveal a second side 355 of skirt component 330. As
with previous embodiments, skirt component 330 is secured
to shorts component 320 by passing a belt 340 through shorts
belt loops 322 and skirt belt loops 332.

[0044] FIG. 19 illustrates a perspective view 1900 of an
opened second side of the skirt component of the multi-
layered athletic garment of FIG. 18 in an open position in
accordance with the present invention. In particular, FIG. 19
illustrates second side 355 of skirt component 330 covering
shorts component 320 of multi-layered athletic garment 310.
Further, skirt component 330 is opened to reveal first side 350
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of skirt component 330. As with the embodiment shown in
FIG. 18, skirt component 330 is secured to shorts component
320 by passing a belt 340 through shorts belt loops 322 and
skirt belt loops 332.

[0045] The foregoing description of the embodiments has
been provided for purposes of illustration and description. It
is not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the invention.
Individual elements or features of a particular embodiment
are generally not limited to that particular embodiment, but,
where applicable, are interchangeable and can be used in a
selected embodiment, even if not specifically shown or
described. Such variations are not to be regarded as a depar-
ture from the invention, and all such modifications are
intended to be included within the scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A garment comprising:

askirt component comprising a plurality of skirt belt loops,
wherein each skirt belt loop of the plurality of skirt belt
loops creates a hole within the skirt component when
each skirt belt loop is oriented outwards;

a shorts component comprising a plurality of shorts belt
loops each aligned with a skirt belt loop of the plurality
of skirt belt loops, wherein each shorts belt loop of the
plurality of shorts belt loops extends through a hole of a
corresponding skirt belt loop of the plurality of skirt belt
loops that is oriented outwards, and wherein each shorts
belt loop of the plurality of shorts belt loops is pressed
against the corresponding skirt belt loop of the plurality
of skirt belt loops, forming a plurality of integrated belt
loops; and

a belt that passes through the inner portion of each inte-
grated belt loop of the athletic garment.

2. The garment of claim 1, wherein each skirt belt loop of
the plurality of skirt belt loops is generated by cutting a slit
through fabric of the skirt component on each side of the skirt
belt loop.

3. The garment of claim 1, wherein the skirt belt loops of
the plurality of skirt belt loops are aligned asymmetrically
with respect to a center line of the skirt component.

4. The garment of claim 1, wherein the skirt component
comprises a first pocket that is connected to a second pocket
of the shorts component.

5. The garment of claim 4, wherein the first pocket of the
skirt component is connected to the second pocket of the
shorts component using a zipper pocket.

6. The garment of claim 5, wherein the zipper pocket has a
reversible zipper.

7. The garment of claim 4, wherein the first pocket is
smaller than the second pocket.

8. The garment of claim 7, wherein the first pocket of the
skirt component is connected to the second pocket of the
shorts component by having the first pocket within the second
pocket.

9. The garment of claim 1, wherein the skirt component is
a wrap skirt.

10. The garment of claim 1, wherein the skirt component is
a continuous skirt.

11. The garment of claim 10, wherein the skirt component
is reversible.
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12. The garment of claim 11, wherein the skirt component
has a reversible zipper.

13. A garment comprising:

a reversible skirt component comprising a plurality of
reversible skirt belt loops aligned symmetrically with
reference to a central line of the skirt component,
wherein each reversible skirt belt loop of the plurality of
reversible skirt belt loops creates a hole within the skirt
component when the reversible skirt belt loop is oriented
outwards;

a shorts component comprising a plurality of shorts belt
loops each oriented to a reversible skirt belt loop of the
plurality of reversible skirt belt loops, wherein each
shorts belt loop of the plurality of shorts belt loops
extends through a hole of a corresponding reversible
skirt belt loop of the plurality of reversible skirt belt
loops that is oriented outwards, and wherein each shorts
belt loop of the plurality of shorts belt loops is pressed
against the corresponding reversible skirt belt loop of the
plurality of reversible skirt belt loops, forming a plural-
ity of integrated belt loops; and

a belt that passes through the inner portion of each inte-
grated belt loop of the athletic garment.

14. The garment of claim 13, wherein each reversible skirt
belt loop of the plurality of reversible skirt belt loops is
generated by cutting a slit through fabric of the skirt compo-
nent on each side of the reversible skirt belt loop.

15. The garment of claim 13, wherein the skirt component
comprises a first reversible pocket that is connected to a
second pocket of the shorts component.

16. The garment of claim 13, wherein each shorts belt loop
of the plurality of shorts belt loops is curved to hold the
corresponding reversible skirt belt loop of the plurality of
reversible skirt belt loops.

17. The garment of claim 13, wherein the skirt component
is a wrap skirt.

18. The garment of claim 13, wherein the skirt component
is a continuous skirt.

19. The garment of claim 13, wherein skirt component has
a reversible zipper.

20. A skirt component of a garment worn by a wearer
during an activity, the skirt component comprising:

a fabric portion; and

a plurality of reversible skirt belt loops, each reversible
skirt belt loop of the plurality of reversible skirt belt
loops comprising two parallel slits cut into the fabric
portion, wherein alignment of the plurality of reversible
skirt belt loops along a top portion of the fabric portion
is oriented with a plurality of shorts belt loops of an
underlying garment that form a plurality of integrated
belt loops when pressed against the plurality of revers-
ible skirt belt loops.

21. The skirt component of claim 20, wherein the align-
ment of the shorts belt loops along the top portion of the fabric
portion is independent of a reversible orientation of the fabric
portion.



